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preparing. For all green wounds, bruises and pains he had
a plaster altogether as harmless, having no other quality than
that of sticking to the skin, wheresoever it was placed. He
had, moreover, a little spring water, tinctured with some-
thing that changed the colour without altering the property
in the least, and this was to cure all the blind people in the
kingdom. For agues, colds and such diseases as are most
common among the country people he had plenty of
amulets, which were to be disposed of to those who had
most faith and least reason ; for such people prefer remedies
of this kind to those that operate in a natural way and give
some rational ground for our expecting a good effect from
them.
Being thus prepared he set out, without any retinue at
all, designing to be only a " cavalier " doctor, which was far
less expensive than keeping a stage would be, and far more
honourable than travelling on foot. He had still two or
three good suits of clothes left, in all of which he appeared
at several times in every place he came to.
By his rhetoric he prevailed upon the poor ignorant
country people, so that they bought up his remedies as fast as
he could wish. It was not, however, to his interest to appear
above two or three times in a place, which he was sensible
of; and therefore he shifted his ground very often, living all
the time in splendour, admired and even adored by his
deluded patients. Besides what he professed to do by his
medicines already named he also had a great deal of practice
in surgery, in which he was really expert, as has been before
noted, and this served to raise his character upon other
accounts, as his operations were skilful and worthy of the
best surgeons.
Being in the north of England, and having quacked it
from town to town as long as he could with safety, he had
a mighty inclination to come up to London, but had not
at that time money enough to pay the expense of such a
journey, nor even to discharge his lodging where he now
resided. How to get out of this scrape he could not for
some days tell; for it was impossible to come at his horse
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